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The important thing that happened in the 
month of May was that Research Affairs Team 
meeting on 23/05/2013. There were nine 
teams all together, 

   (1) ReNews, 
   (2) ReGCell, 
   (3) Placement core, 
   (4) PR and alumni,    (4) PR and alumni, 
   (5) Culturals, 
   (6) Sports, 
   (7) Branch councilors, 
   (8) Webops and 
   (9) Events.
 
TheThe main agenda of the session was to have a 
group activity and ask each team to tell their 
vision about their teams for the coming aca-
demic year. All of them participated and came 
up with a list of ideas as to what they want to 
do, what they didn't like about what happened 
previously and how they want to bring about a 
change.change. ReGCell has pitched in to make this 
structure work by forming a layer in between 
the RAS and all the other teams. Now, in time 
they have to bring in more clarity towards their 
goals as they start on these things. Towards the 
later part, I suggested all the teams to meet 
once in a week for a little time, in one place to 
handlehandle issues where multiple teams have to 
come together for doing something. Research 
Carrels is suggested as the meeting point, 
Thursday, 6:30 pm. This will also have a session 
called Open Forum for scholars to come and 
talk to the RAS about their problems. The idea 
of having it when all these teams are meeting is 
toto direct these students to a particular team if 
required. 

Another important development is the meet-
ings and discussions on fee hike. The student 

representatives (SGS and RAS i/c) met the stu-
dents and understood their concerns. A team 
of nine people including them was formed and 
met the director on 21/05/2013, in director’s 
office. The director explained the details of the 
fee hike and the stand of the institute. The 
MoM will be published in ReNews this edition. 
ThenThen RAS i/c and Guru S. J. (Ph. D. councilor) 
met the students to answer any questions that 
students might be having on the MoM. Future 
actions were decided which will be communi-
cated to everybody shortly.

Few proposals need to be sent to the Dean 
(AR) and I welcome comments, feedback and 
suggestions on the same. I actually wanted a 
brief discussion on the same, but it needs to be 
sent to the Dean at the earliest. The proposals 
are: 
(a)(a) TA waiver for the Research Affairs Team of 
IIT Madras, 
(b) Feedback system for supervisors like 
course feedback, 
(c) Two day orientation session for the new 
scholars, 
(d)(d) Scholars having the right to choose their 
topic, 
(e) Right for placements if the scholars clear a 
particular criterion.

Minutes of Meeting 
on 

Institute Fee Hike 
ConConference room, Director's office

21/05/2013, 5 pm

Representatives from institute side: 
1. Director, IITM – Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthy, 
2. Dean (AR), IITM - Prof. Sarith K. Das,  
3. Dean (AC), IITM – Prof. K. Ramamurthy. 

Student representatives:
1.1. Research Affairs Secretary, IITM– Aravind P. 
Anthur, 
2. Student General Secretary, IITM – Deepak 
Johnson,





3. PhD councilor – Guru S J, 
4. PhD councilor – Vikram Singh, 
5. PhD councilor – Bhartendu K Srivastava, 
6. Yogang singh, 
7. Ayyappa das, 
8. Taniya mandal, 
9. Smr9. Smriti nath. 

ThisThis was a meeting called up to raise the con-
cern of students with the Director, IIT Madras 
about the recent institute fee hike. Student rep-
resentatives had met the students and under-
stood their concern, in a meeting called up by 
student general secretary, IIT Madras. The an-
swers from the director point wise is given 
below, but it must be noted that these are not 
the exact words of the director but only the 
brief outline of what Director said. 

1. Recent fee hike is a decision taken by IIT 
council coming under MHRD and all the IIT's 
are asked to follow the new fee format. 

2. This fee hike is towards containing the sub-
sidies given to the students in the hostel sector. 
Institute continues to subsidise items like net-
work connection to the hostels. 

3. Scholars who has finished their courses and 
exams has to pay the tuition fee towards the 
supervision provided by their guides and exam 
fees towards the expenses of the PhD viva. 

44. The fee has not been increased in the last 15 
years (last one was in 1998), when the stipend 
has gone up during this period, for both Mas-
ters and PhD scholars.

5. The stipend of MS and Mtech scholars is not 
expected to increase, but the PhD scholars will 
be provided sufficient stipend increase with 
time. 

6.6. This price increase was suggested in the 
board of students meeting attended by all the 
previous student secretaries, and as per their 
request, it was decided to introduce this fee 
hike in phases.  
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Congratulations 
to all 
Winners
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‘In search of myself.’

Ranjan Piyush
M. S. Scholar 
Applied Mechanics



IPR and Patenting - Building Awareness 
and Creating Value
21st May, 2013

PProgress in research has produced many 
promising results, the benefits of which are 
reaped by the user community throughout the 
globe. With increasing involvement of industries 
in research, a drastic change in the methods 
and dynamics of research has been observed. 
The approach to research pursued by industries 
andand academics is quite different. Industries aim 
at commercialization from the beginning, while 
the academics’ objective is primarily to spread 
knowledge. The recent collaborations between 
academia and industry are set to change the 
scenario completely. Inventions are seeded in 
institute laboratories and given commercial 
shapeshape by the industries. This calls for a fair 
share of acknowledgement to the inventors in 
terms of recognition and flow back of revenue 
for their brilliant intellectual efforts. Here comes 
the role of IPR and patenting.

Ours being an established research institute, 
we should have a sound foundation for protect-
ing intellectual property latent in our research 
from infringement and harness the proper value 
out of it. On these grounds, the RAS-in-charge 
invited Mr. G. M. K. Raju, from the IC & SR to 
conduct an interactive session with the students 
toto build awareness of the processes for deriving 
value out of their research. 

Mr. Raju kicked off the session by presenting a 
macro view of the present world knowledge 
economy and the critical role of IPR. Today an 
idea is considered as an asset that can be eval-
uated in terms of monetary revenue that it can 
generate. The role of academic research in this 
context has gone beyond publications and their 
ffocus is shifting towards capitalizing ideas. He 
provided insights into the various forms of IPR 
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India. He also spent time at the end of his talk 
addressing questions by the audience.

HeHe opened the talk with a simple, yet funda-
mental question. What is research at the Ph. D. 
level? He went on to answer this question and 
talked about what a Ph. D. should be. He felt 
that a Ph. D. is not merely another degree, a 
mere continuation of kindergarten, high 
school, college, and so on, but something en-
tirely different. The requirements to get a Ph. 
D. are different from anything that came 
before it and getting a Ph. D. requires a person 
to be a leader in the world in some epsilon of 
knowledge.

He then moved on to research in India. He 
mentioned that in India, data acquisition is 
sometimes mistaken for experimental research 
and similarly analysis of that data is mistaken 
for theoretical research. He addressed the 
question of whether a direct scaling up of Ph. 
D.s in India is possible, feasible and necessary. 
WiWith so many people doing research and then 
going into jobs that don’t require that exper-
tise, was it really necessary to ramp up the ef-
forts to churn out more Ph. D.s in India. Fur-
thermore, to enable this increase in quantity, 
are we sacrificing the quality of a Ph. D. 
degree.  Prof. Balki felt that this desire to 
crease the no. of Ph. D.s coming out of India 
was a result of people thinking of the Ph. D. 
degree as just another degree, which tied back 
in to what he talked about earlier.

This lead to Prof. Balki talking about quality 
and how to maintain it. He made an especially 
important point for quality, noting that unlike 
other degree holders, Ph. D.s go out into the 
world and train others. If they themselves are 
not properly qualified, subsequent Ph. D.s held 
by students they train will be of substandard 
quaquality. Prof. Balki also felt that India’s reputa-
tion would not necessarily go up if we had 10x 
Ph. D.s coming out of India, unless all of them 
were quality Ph. D.s. He also explained to the 
audience that the best way to maintain high 
standards is by having lots of one-to-one inter-
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speeches, but usually (>90%), the people who 
are silent are the ones who actually have the  
real guts in them. Some don’t care at all as to 
what others think about them or worry about 
it. Others live to prove to others a point, prove 
themselves, prove somebody wrong, for 
image, respect and what not! Some enjoy 
eating,eating, eat it with full focus and concentration, 
others eat with books and as if they don’t care! 
Some are great listeners while others... no 
comments! I actually saw a group of three stu-
dents walking together and importantly, all 
were talking at the same time, God knows 
whom they were talking to! Some people, es
pecially girls (lots of boys as well these days) 
are too much bothered about dressing up well, 
what to wear today, matching this matching 
that, this will be cool, blah blah blah! Or, even 
if it is simple, boasts about having branded 
watch, belt and what not. Different stages, for 
multimillionaires, they want to buy luxury cars 
andand when they have cars, they want to buy 
yachts and aeroplanes. It seems Mukesh 
Ambani gifted his wife an aeroplane as a birth-
day gift! There are also people who throw 
away all their money and go into spirituality or 
give it away to charity. People while wearing 
new trends make fun of old fashion styles, 
when they forget that they themselves will be 
laughed at by their grandchildren for what they 
are wearing now! We make rules for others, 
but don’t follow it ourselves. Policemen are 
found talking on phone while driving, drive 
rashly when they themselves give fine for all 
these. People stand up for their rights but 
fforget their responsibilities, when both are 
written by them only! And the list goes on and 
on and on. 

What is the point? The point is go and observe 
around, observe people, observe everything, 
and laugh at all this comedy happening on the 
biggest stage called the universe, and most im-
portantly look in a mirror and laugh at your-
self/ourselves. Life is only about being happy 
and there are loads of opportunities around, 
very near!

William K. Moses Jr.
Ph. D scholar 

Computer Science & Engg.

‘A guy who really likes a good story.
Can write one every now and then too.’
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Faculties of the Mind

Aditi Yadav
M. S. Scholar
Management Studies

‘Researching myself....
                phrasing the feelings’ 
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Ashish Kumar Sahani
Ph. D scholar 
Electrical Engg.

Nishant Jairath
MBA Student

Management Studies
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CAUVERY
1011

I opened the door and the room spewed dust 
on me as if it were a ritual of welcoming a new 
resident. It was approximately an 8 feet by 10 
feet squarish-room belonging to the era of ba-
by-boomers. The room seemed to be painted 
at first glance by visibly big stains of paint on 
the floor, but a closer look revealed that the 
wwalls were left in the lurch of it. I wondered if 
the painter wanted to paint the floor instead. 
There was a fan attached to an extraordinarily 
high ceiling and there was some math attached 
to its working as it worked only on an odd 
number of the regulator. There was one bed 
and a table-chair. I tried various settings for 
eacheach of them but finally settled down, tired, 
with the same position in which they were 
found. Not much is left to you when the room 
is of this size and the key word is space-optimi-
zation. I had come prepared with a couple of 
posters to make my room livelier and fixing 
them was no easy task as the walls were 
soaked in dust. By the time stars appeared in 
the sky I felt like a dead man walking and the 
only wish remaining in my heart was to slip into 
a deep slumber asap.

I believe that it was the best possible thing to 
happen to me in the last one year. A friend in 
times of joy, a mentor in times despair, a wall 
against prying eyes, an incubator for new 
thoughts. It allowed me to be me. It gave me 
the freedom to lie in my state of affairs and just 
be myself.

II will certainly miss my hostel room which was 
a home-away-from-home in an entirely un-
known city.

‘Ashish is closely associated with VSC 
and takes deep interest in Indian philosophy.’

‘I  think therefore I am... confused!! ’



Rahul Gandhi



Rahul P. R
M. S. Scholar

 Chemical Engg.

A lot of criticism was associated with this per-
sonality even before his recent speech at CII in 
front of the country’s top industrialists. Though, 
according to me, he served the purpose at the 
CII meet as he convinced the participants 
(source: twitter). I always have been an ardent 
supporter and loyalist of this man, sorry, this 
yyouthful personality.  People close to me would 
find the reason to be the similarity in our 
names. However that’s not the case, maybe he 
has a charisma which his father, the former 
Prime Minister of India, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi had. 
Still it’s not the reason. I blindly love him and I 
am fond of him to such an extent that I am bet-
ting high on his credentials for becoming India’s 
2014 Prime Minister. This blind faith and inclina-
tion towards him increased a little more after 
his recent talk, as expectedly criticized by the 
opposition and his critics. Some stating his 
speech to be amateurish, I am grateful to those 
people since they have used the word “ama
teurish”. 

I would take lead from that word from his crit-
ics. Being amateurish is the need of the hour in 
the political arena in our country. Famously told, 
amateurish is truth shown explicitly. He sure 
would have truth flowing out, being a grand 
successor of the father of the nation, an epito-
me of truth. The consequence of being ama
teurish was explicitly seen in his talk, being bold 
enough and risking his stakes ahead of the par-
liamentary election he used strong words to de-
scribe our country. “Beehive”, for which he was 
most criticized. To be practical, he just used a 
synonym as our country is humongous and 
densely populated. On a light note, to be 
honest I hate the queen bee in his beehive. I 
rather blame the critics, who criticized him for 
not offering a solution, as he gave a solution – 
“Don’t give power to a single person, give it to 
billions of people and see how this country 
works.” He was effectively referring to the de-
centralization model; Kerala being successful in 

in following this model is worth mentioning. He 
wanted an inclusive growth of our economy 
achieving it through empowerment of women, 
tribals, and the minorities. Wanting the growth 
to start from a common man – his ideas, his 
energy – he made clear that the economy does 
not stand alone in the industrialists in a place 
completelycompletely filled with top industrialists of the 
country. Is this not a solution?  With a race for 
the “hot seat”, he could have taken the less 
criticized route of glorifying the country and 
UPA rule. He could have stated the achieve-
ments and the goodwill policies adopted during 
the 10-year tenure. This bold speech by a petit 
man is worth praising instead of loose talks by 
non-secular forces. 

Bolstering this person for the PM’s candidature, 
I admit the fact that he has not years of politi-
cal experience or rather service in any ministry, 
yet his USP is that he is the successor of India’s 
grand old party. Once leading the youth con-
gress, now the vice-president of INC at an 
early age, he is strongly set up to reach peaks 
in his political life. Explicitly known to people of 
this largest democracy that there are no clean 
hands in this country, it includes IAC as a 
whole who were blamed for the corruption re-
garding the funds for their anti-corruption 
movements. In his first ever interview to a for-
eign media he stated “India’s not a decisive 
place and there will be a backlash towards this 
ideology” and I again take pride in mentioning 
that this secular nature of this person and his 
party is always necessary for the growth of our 
country, which can only be achieved collective-
ly. With the recent victory following his first 
ever electoral campaign for the high octane 
Bangalore government state election he is set 
to achieve many things. As a ‘youth’ I wish him 
all the best.
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‘Loves being on his own and 
has interest in political science.’
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told me privately that I alone deserved it and 
he invited others so that there wouldn’t be any 
unnecessary talk. And I felt so good. Shit! I 
have been so naïve, and all along I thought I 
just needed to work harder and harder. Good 
food clouds your judgement, ugh!”

“Aren’t sizzlers very good there?”

RRealizing his mistake Sandy managed to blurt 
out, “Remember, he was a research scholar 
too. All these people are like this.”

But Kiron was not paying attention. “Have you 
got some beer in that lab refrigerator of 
yours?”

“Machi,“Machi, not so loud. Must be there, I’ll just go 
check.”

Kiron looked around and with a puzzled look, 
said, “Who is going to hear me here? Some-
times you na… Anyway I will be waiting here.”

After close to fifteen minutes Sandy came back 
along with a backpack. They scanned the area 
for anyone watching them and after feeling 
satisfied that they did not have any unwanted 
company, they surreptitiously made their way 
along a small road leading to a bicycle stand, 
passing through the gargantuan roots of a 
BaBanyan tree. There was a flight of stairs which 
led to some classrooms on the first floor. They 
sat down a few metres away from the stairs, in 
a corner of the bicycle stand with their backs 
against the wall. This was one of their hide-
outs. After sunset, the place would become 
pitch dark and there was no way anyone would 
find them, unless they voluntarily wanted them 
to. Except during the exams, the place was 
pretty much safe. Of course, the risk was run-
ning in to some slithery creatures, but one 
worth taking for chilled beer. That’s as much 
adventurous as it gets for a research scholar.

While Sandy sat and unpacked, he said, “Last 
time Sumesh was here along with us. And that 
has been like ages.”





Kiron sighed, “Actually, I saw Sumesh today.”

 “What did he say, huh?”

“No, he didn’t even look at me. I am standing in 
the corridor and he just walks past me, keeping 
his head hung.  It was, as if I didn’t exist at all!”

“P“Probably he went and bitched about you and 
then hung his head in shame or whatever.”

“I“I don’t know. I don’t think he is that kind of 
guy. Sometimes I call him at night to help me 
out and he has stayed several of those times till 
late. Even a couple of days back one night I had 
some experiment in the workshop and he of-
fered to stay…”

Sandy shook his head slightly, muttering some-
thing, while he opened the bottles.

“Look, I know everyone thinks he is the reason 
that Bhargi had to leave the project halfway.  
Maybe there was some genuine reason. At least 
I have never had any bad experience with him. 
It was just today, that he behaved awkwardly. 
But something looked out of place. He looked 
sad. Like he had lost something.”

““You are just naïve. He would not have reached 
the ‘deadline’ for this month. He is the only 
‘great’ research scholar who plans and sticks to 
it.”

“Sandy, come on yaar, don’t be jealous. He can 
and so he does.”

“Oh“Oh what the f***? If you really think, he is all 
that gentlemanly, why don’t you go ask him 
why did he become the first author, when you 
were supposed to be the one?” Sandy almost 

Prasanna Kumar Iyengar
Ph. D Scholar

Metallurgical and Materials Engg.

‘Indulges in Books, Music, Movies, Maths, Machines
 and now Materials. Whenever awake. ’
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